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Agency works with cheerleaders

Goal is to help find a college that's a good fit

By Carrie Ritchie

Posted: December 26, 2008

Fishers resident Patrick Cowherd has been dubbed the Jerry Maguire of cheerleading.

He just started his own recruiting business, The Cheerleading Agency, and has already spread it to several states and Canada.

"There's no agency like this in the country," he said.

His goal is to place cheerleaders at colleges that are a good fit for them -- both in academics and cheerleading.

This weekend, the agency is hosting its first collegiate cheerleading combine, where cheerleaders can show off their skills and colleges can show off their programs. More than 30 cheerleaders, including several from the Fishers area, are expected to attend, and registration is still open.

The agency, at 6801 Hillsdale Court in Indianapolis, is planning a second combine for Feb. 1-2.

Cowherd expects several coaches from Indiana schools to be at the combine and some schools to send information about their programs. He's hopeful that the participants will be asked to try out.

Cowherd, who has worked for several national cheerleading organizations and now co-owns Goldstar Athletics, started the agency because he realized cheerleaders didn't have a way to get noticed by coaches. Though he's been helping cheerleaders find schools for years, he decided to make it an official business this year.

"It's not that the college coaches aren't interested, it's just that they get so inundated with kids," said Cowherd, who cheered at University of Louisville and Trinity Valley Community College in Texas.

The Cheerleading Agency helps cheerleaders find schools that suit their academic and cheerleading needs. It assesses their skills and makes a video of them to send to coaches. The agency offers five consultation packages, ranging from $795 to $3,500. It's also setting up an online database of its clients for coaches.

Lucy Strom, head cheerleading coach at Trinity Valley Community College, said Cowherd's database and recruiting services would help her with her own recruiting, which usually takes about five hours each week. She said one of the biggest benefits would be that information about college cheerleading would be more accessible.

Cowherd recommends that cheerleaders begin their college search as soon as possible, ideally early in high school. Some combine participants are eighth-graders, he said.

Megan Wilson, a 15-year-old sophomore at Fishers High School, has been working with Cowherd and plans to attend the combine this weekend. She's considering schools such as University of Kentucky and Hawaii Pacific University, which have successful competitive squads.

Some of Wilson's teammates have been working with Cowherd, too, and she praised the work The Cheerleading Agency has done so far.

"I really think it could help just about anybody who wants to go to college for cheerleading," she said.

Call Star reporter Carrie Ritchie at (317) 444-5506.
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Cheerleaders Allie Sobecki, (left) Megan Wilson and Taylor Rathke, all Fishers, practice Jumps at Gold Star Athletics. The girls are working with Patrick Cowherd's new recruiting business, The Cheerleading Agency. - Michelle Pemberton / The Star

RELATED INFORMATION

If you go

What: The Cheerleading Agency's collegiate cheerleading combine.

When: Saturday and Sunday.

Where: Goldstar Athletics, 6801 Hillsdale Court, Indianapolis.

Cost: $99.

Info: Call (317) 849-4653 or to go www.goldstarathletics .com
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